CHAPTER IV

LITERARY ESTIMATE OF THE
HYMNS OF PARASARA

That Parasara occupies a high place among the
Sanskrit poets is clear by the beautiful stotra-s he
composed of which the Smangarajastava is the longest
and the most elegant panegyric. The Sngunaratnakosa
in sixty-one verses is the second longest hymn of his,
followed by the Snranganatba-stotra in seven verses. His
stray verses known as Timmafijanakavi-s (of which 28
are available) also serve as good illustrations for his literary
talent. All these hymns, it has to be pointed out, contain
a number of philosophical statements also. The
Uttarasataka of the SnraDgarajastava mostly contains
such canonical statements which are characteristic of the
Srivaisnava religion and philosophy. The present chapter
is devoted to a representative illustration and study of
the literary merit of these hymns. Parasara's Astaslokl
is not included in this study by reason of its thorough
philosophic nature.

PARASARA'S CONCEIT OF POETRY

According to Parasara, a poet is one who by his
command of good vocabulary and elegant style can bring
out the merits of the object or person he undertakes
to describe. One who does not have these required
eligibilities cannot do justice to his undertaking. It is
also implied that one who does not make a proper choice
of topic also falls short of the estimate of critics.1 A
proper choice of words capable of conveying the intended
ideas and sentiments according to Parasara can be acquired
through divine grace.2 Such a composition is sure to